
Minutes of the Papworth Everard Parish Council 
Amenities Committee Meeting Held On The 21st October 2013 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room, Upper Pendrill Court 
At 6.30pm 

 
PRESENT: Chris Meakin, Chairman (CM), Bob Baker (BB), Mark Honeywood (MLH), 
        Chris Howlett (CH), Barry Hume (BH). 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Tess Rogers, parish clerk 

 
1. Apologies for absence 
 All were present 
 
2. Declarations of pecuniary interest 
 None declared 

 
3. To confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 16th September 
 2013.  

It was noted that at item 8 CH not MH, will undertake the playground inspections in 
the month of October.  Following this amendment it was resolved to accept the 
minutes as a true record of the meeting. 
 

4. Matters arising or carried forward from the last or previous meeting 
 

4.1 Village sign (4.2) Ongoing 
The clerk was asked to pursue the Highways Department for an answer 
regarding the sign being sited on the roadside of the knee rail at Jubilee 
Green. 
 A quote for the design of the sign had been received.  Currently overall this 
project will cost circa £3k and it was decided to review the project once the 
final cost of the village hall project is known. 

4.2 Youth Club building (4.3), update with consideration to be given to further 
available sites. 
A site meeting was held on the playing field attended by CM, CH, BH and a 
senior planning officer from South Cambs District Council, to discuss the 
proposed site for a sports pavilion/youth room.  The officer agreed the site 
was suitable (to run alongside the bowls green), his only concern being that 
the parking situation in the area needed addressing as he would expect there 
to be adequate parking to serve the new building. 
The officer pointed out that planning permission for the complete project could 
be obtained and the work undertaken in two stages as long as it commenced 
within three years of permission being granted. 
The playing fields committee will be asked to liaise with the various sports 
clubs to gain their thoughts on the facilities they would like to see provided by 
a sports pavilion. 

4.3 To receive any update regarding the provision of a cycle path from Papworth 
to Caxton Gibbet (this is to remain an agenda item)(4.7). 
(The clerk to arrange an informal meeting with Mr Topham to discuss this as 
the proposed route would cut across his land). 
 (CM to measure the verges along the proposed route). 
CH informed the meeting that additional travel routes (to include pedestrian 
and cycle routes) are included in the Local Plan which may eventually include 
a cycle route linking Papworth with Cambourne, this would include the route 
to Caxton Gibbet 
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Mr Topham had responded that, unfortunately at this time his workload 
prevented him meeting with the parish council.  He requested a plan of the 
proposed route for the cycle path which, at this stage, the council is unable to 
provide.  It was hoped the route could be discussed with Mr Topham.  
Therefore it was agreed that CM would contact the Highways department with 
a view to working up a route and the parish council would make contact with 
Mr Topham at a later date. 
CM reported that, in his opinion, the verges along the proposed route would 
not be wide enough for a cycle path. 

4.4 To consider making a plan of the trees within the village for which the Parish 
Council has responsibility, this will then be passed to the tree warden to 
ensure regular inspections are carried out (4.9). 
This item has not yet been actioned therefore was deferred to a future 
meeting. 

4.5 Water supply to the allotments (4.6).  To consider the response received from 
Bidwells. 
A discussion was held surrounding the response (by email dated 10th 
October) received from Bidwells.  The clerk was asked to resolve point 6 ‘that 
the parish council must pay an appropriate percentage of the maintenance 
cost of the water main leading from Ermine Way to the allotments’ with 
Bidwells as it was agreed that the parish council should not be held 
responsible for any revisions to previous work.  The parish council would then 
agree in principle to the conditions laid down subject to agreeing an 
appropriate percentage of the maintenance work for the pipe and the figure 
for the professional fees involved. 

4.6 Risk assessments  
 i) Children’s play area and various sites around Papworth Everard 
 activity, litter picking, general cleaning and rubbish removal 
 ii) Playground, adjacent to playing fields off Ermine Street North 
 activity, maintenance of children’s paddling pool. 
 Following a review by CM a decision is required to approve the update of 
 both. 
 The clerk will insert the changes made to the assessments and circulate to 
 the committee.   
 Appropriate signage and safety data sheets regarding chemicals will be 
 displayed in the pool house.    
 A first aid box and accident book will be placed in the pool house.  
 MLH will provide safety goggles for the pool workers.   
 The clerk will check the requirements regarding Disclosure Barring Service 
 checks for the pool workers. 
 The training needs of all pool workers will be met 
  The reviewed assessments will then be adopted at a future meeting. 

4.7  Consideration to be given to possible deterrents to prevent the riding of 
 bicycles through the empty paddling pool.(5) 

It was agreed to monitor this activity and revisit next year if the problem 
persists 

 
5 Playground inspections report. 
 To consider the inclusion of the play area at Woodhead place. 
 CH has been undertaking the inspections throughout October.  He reported that the 
 zipwire appeared not to be moving freely.  CM said he would test it.  The paddling 
 pool is filling with water. Tom and Nick (pool volunteers) will be visiting the pool 
 monthly and have devised a method of draining the pool when necessary without 
 involving the filter.  Therefore they will drain the pool as necessary throughout the 
 winter and keep it free of fallen leaves. 
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 CH felt that one of the benches has been secured down in the wrong place.  This will 
 be looked at and consideration given to moving the nearby litter bin.  
 The small play area at Woodhead Place is still the responsibility of David Wilson 
 Homes however it has been noted that the see saw  has been worn to such an 
 extent that the wood has split leaving jagged edges standing proud of the log.  These 
 edges could cause serious injury to a child and the committee agreed that the parish 
 council should ensure the equipment is repaired.  Therefore CM will take some 
 photographs of the wear and tear, these will accompany a letter to David Wilson 
 Homes informing them that if no response is made within a week of the date of the 
 letter the equipment will be repaired and the bill forwarded to them. 
 
6 Consideration to be given to lighting being installed on the post housing the 
 CCTV in the play area. 

 It was agreed to monitor the requirement for lighting over the winter months.  
 
7 Risk assessment requiring review: Various sites around the village, activity – 
 children playing around culverts and ditches. 
 Various sites around the village – activity – children playing around culverts and 
 ditches. 
 CM will review the document and return it, with any comments, to the next meeting. 
 
8 Items to be included in the next issue of the News&Views 
 CM said that any matters reported back to the main council will be included in the 
 News&Views on a monthly basis. 
   
9.         Matters for further consideration. 
 Better Bus villages – grant available to Parish Councils in South Cambridgeshire 
 The clerk will return the Expression of Interest Form and will report any outcome at 

the next meeting.  
  

10.        Date of next meeting. 
 18th November 2013 
 
Close of meeting 
20.30 
 
 
 
Signed:     Date: 
Chairman 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


