
 

 

 

Draft minutes of the 728th Meeting of the Papworth Everard Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 8th January 2014  

at 7.30pm  
in the offices Upper Pendrill Court Ermine Street North 

 

Present:  Chris Meakin, Chairman (CM), Bob Baker (BB), Roy Burley (RB), Chris  
  Dawson (CD), Paul Hicks (PH), Mark Honeywood (MLH), Chris Howlett (CH), 
  Barry Hume (BH), Paul Phillips (PP). 
In attendance:Mark Howell, District Councillor (MH), Tess Rogers, Clerk,  Amarilla Molnar 
  and Nick Slater, youth workers. Tim Burgess on behalf of the youth club, 16 
  members of the public (residents of North Lodge Drive). 
 

01/01-14 To receive and approve apologies for absence 
  Simon Warburton, school meeting.  
  Mandy Smith, County Councillor and Nick Wright, District Councillor 
 
02/01-14 Declaration of Pecuniary Interests 
  Mark Howell, employee of Papworth Trust. 
 
03/01-14 To confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on the  
  13th November 2013 following amendments made. 
  It was resolved to accept the minutes as a true record of the meeting. 
 
04/01-14 To confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on the  
  11th December 2013. 
  It was resolved to accept the minutes as a true record of the meeting. 
 
05/01-14 Public Participation 
05/01-14.1 Attendance at this meeting by residents from North Lodge Drive to discuss 
  the parish council’s previous resolution to reopen the gate leading to the  
  hospital’s premises. 
  Following the opening of the gate in November the clerk had received e mails 
  from a number of residents of North Lodge Drive concerned about the re  
  opening of the gate, only one of the e mails received was in support of the 
  resolution.  Following this response the parish council included this matter on 
  the agenda for this meeting in order that the residents had an opportunity to 
  voice their opinions in an open forum.  The concerns of those residents who 
  were against the resolution were: 

i) Difficulty in accessing driveways due to the number of hospital 
personnel cars parked in front of properties. 

ii) Hospital staff using the area as a free parking zone. 
iii) Rubbish and cigarette ends in gardens and drains due to hospital staff 

smoking outside of properties. 
iv) The safety for children due to the increased volume of traffic. 
v) Lack of liaison with residents before taking the decision. 
vi) There is no signage indicating that the access path is a cycle path as 

it has been described. 
 
Those residents in support of the resolution cite the following reasons for 
doing so. 
i) Had purchased the property knowing there was an access point to the 

hospital and being hospital workers this shortened the time taken to 
reach the workplace. 
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ii) Felt that the re opening of the gate had not caused a significant 
increase in parked cars. 

  CH gave a brief history of North Lodge Drive including how the gate had  
  come to be in position when on the original planning application it had been 
  agreed as an open access point and should have remained so.  It was  
  accepted that the parish council had  acted incorrectly in requesting that the 
  hospital close off the access point in 2009 as it had no powers to make such 
  a request.  Therefore by removing the gate it had corrected this error.   
  Nevertheless, the parish council accepted that it should have consulted with 
  North Lodge Drive residents and other interested parties prior to re-opening 
  the gate in November. It was suggested that the residents make a personal 
  approach to Papworth Hospital. 
 
Following this item 10 members of the public left the meeting. 
   
05/01-14.2 Attendance at this meeting by the youth workers to discuss the future of the 
  club. 
  Tim Burgess was attending the meeting to act as spokesman for the youth 
  workers.  He reported that there was great concern for the young people who 
  regularly attended the club as they now have no social outlet in the village.  It 
  was agreed that the caravan that had visited the village each Friday was too 
  small to house Papworth’s youth club with its growing numbers.  Alternative 
  areas of hard standing had been sought to site the van but to no avail.   
  However it was agreed that as the van was no longer a consideration the  
  parish council would, once again, appeal to the owners/tenants of suitable 
  premises to allow the youth club to meet in their building(s). 
     
Following this item Mr Burgess and the youth workers left the meeting. 
 
06/01-14 Actions Report 
  To confirm the status of any action points following the last meeting. 
  All points had been actioned except for 159/12-13.6 CH to examine the  
  planning application made for the use of the old shop site as a car park, this is 
  work in progress.  Nick Wright was not present to answer regarding his  
  making informal enquiries into alternative sitings for hospital parking. 
 
07/01-14 Matters arising or carried forward from the last or previous meeting 
07/01-14.1 To receive an update regarding the ongoing parking situation in Ermine Street 
  South following receipt of replies to the clerk’s letter to residents. 
  The clerk had circulated letters to ten houses whose residents would be  
  affected if traffic restrictions were imposed outside of their properties.  Three 
  replies had been received, two from residents who did not own a vehicle and 
  who would be inconvenienced on the occasion rather than on a daily basis, 
  one from a resident who required parking during the day regularly, being a 
  night worker. 
  Prior to Christmas, following a request from the hospital, the County  
  Highways department placed no parking cones along a  small area of Ermine 
  Street South and in the near future will be placing cones in the remaining  
  areas,  where they are suggesting yellow lines should be implemented. This 
  will act as a trial before permanent lines are laid down.  They will monitor  
  where the displaced parked cars move to.  Once this trial is completed the 
  parish council will make its decision regarding the positioning of yellow lines. 
 
08/01-14 Matters for information only 
08/01-14.1 Written Ministerial Statement – Dept for Communities and Local Government 
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  Local Government Finance. 
  Noted 
      
09/01-13 To receive reports from County and District Councillors 
  To receive verbal reports from district and county councillors 
  MH reported that the council tax will be raised in 2014/15.  If this didn’t  
  happen there would be a knock on effect in future years. 
  The district council had received the £7,000,000 requested from the public 
  loans board to start up the home rental business as reported at the previous 
  meeting. 
  The district council have recruited two apprentices. 
  The district council no longer employ trades people but contract any such  
  work out to the company Mears. 
  Homeless people are currently placed in bed and breakfast premises but in 
  the future houses will be purchased for this use.  Negotiations would be held 
  with relevant local authorities concerning people originally from London and 
  other areas, as South Cambs tax payers could not be expected to pay for  
  housing the out of area homeless. 
 
RB left the meeting at 20.50 
 
  The bedroom tax is not having the financial implication on tenants as was  
  expected; only twenty eight people have agreed to downsize. 
 
Following this item MH left the meeting. 
  
10/01-14 Parish Council Matters 
10/01-14.1 To receive a report from the planning committee following the meeting held 
  on the 7th January 2014. 
  CH reported on: 
  The S106 agreement for the planning application relating to the old print  
  works is unacceptable to the parish council and further discussions with the 
  planning officers and applicants for the project are urgently required.  CH will 
  organise this meeting. 
  A reapplication to fell the oak tree at 71 Ermine Street North.  The committee 
  opposed this. 
  The environmental impact assessment scoping report for 2200 homes at  
  West Cambourne.  The committee opposed this. 
  Permanent consent for garages at Bernard Sunley Centre.  The committee 
  opposed this on the grounds that the garages are built from aluminium  
  material and are considered to be temporary.  If they are to be of a  
  permanent nature they should be built of a more robust material and in  
  keeping with surrounding buildings. 
  Change of use for existing unit G112 Pendrill Court.  The committee had  
  requested an extension to the date for comments to be made as existing  
  tenants of Pendrill Court wished to meet with the premises owners (the  
  Varrier Jones Foundation) to voice their concerns regarding the application. 
10/01-14.2 To receive a report from the amenities committee following the meeting held 
  on the 16th December 2013. 
  CM reported on: 
  A representative of the county council’s cycle officer will attend the amenities 
  committee meeting on the 20th January to discuss the possible provision of a 
  cycle/footpath between the village and Caxton Gibbet which would need to 
  include a bridge across the A428. 
  The supply of water to the allotments is still under investigation. 
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  Play inspections are carried out regularly with a few minor necessary repairs 
  being highlighted.  
  Tree inspections are carried out regularly with a professional arborist visiting 
  every three years to confirm these, and to undertake any necessary  
  maintenance work.  Any emergency work is undertaken upon its discovery. 
  The parish council was unsuccessful in its application to the county council for 
  funding towards a seventh new bus shelter.  
  The bench project will re commence in the Spring. 
  Changes in street lighting are proposed by the county council and Balfour 
  Beatty and will commence shortly. 
10/01-14.3 To decide on any action necessary resulting from discussions held with  
  residents of North Lodge Drive concerning the re-opening of the gate leading 
  onto the hospital premises. 
  CM proposed that Papworth Hospital is acquainted of the outcome following 
  the resident’s attendance at this meeting.  The hospital will be requested to 
  assist in discouraging its staff from smoking in North Lodge Drive as this  
  could be considered as bringing the hospital into disrepute.  Considering  
  Addenbrookes recent move to ban smoking anywhere on its site perhaps  
  Papworth should be seen to follow suit?  The clerk will investigate the  
  possibility of the parish council passing byelaws to stop both the smoking and 
  parking outside of the resident’s homes. 
  MLH said that he would speak to the manager of the Sodexo employees at 
  the hospital and request that they are discouraged from smoking in this area. 
10/01-14.4 To decide on any action necessary resulting from the attendance at the  
  meeting of the youth workers. 
  See 05/01-14.2 
10/01-14.5  To approve recommendations received from the HR Committee following 
   both the meeting held on the 27th November and a successful appraisal of 
  the assistant clerk 
  i)The HR committee had agreed to recommend that, following a successful 
  appraisal, the assistant clerk’s salary should rise to the next scale point.   
  Such an appraisal was carried out on the 18th December by the clerk and CH.  
  Therefore a decision is required to increase the salary to scale point 20 of the 
  LC1 and LC2.  
  ii) To pay to the assistant clerk in the form of a bonus an amount in lieu of 
  pension contributions. 
  It was resolved to approve both of the above actions. 
10/01-14.6 Following the assistant clerk’s appraisal on the 18th December, it was  
  recognised that there was a build up of planning committee filing to be done.  
  However with the ongoing workload required by the committee the assistant 
  clerk does not have time within her designated hours to undertake this  
  additional work.  Therefore a request to release funds for 15 hours overtime is 
  being made to the parish council on behalf of the planning committee.  A  
  decision to grant this request is required. 
  It was resolved to agree the above request. 
10/01-14.7 To receive a recommendation from the cemetery committee that the ‘no  
  curbing around burial plots’ ruling is to be enforced. 
  A decision is required to receive and agree the recommendation and  
  methods for its enforcement. 
  A discussion was held and a vote taken, three councillors opposed the action, 
  one abstained and four approved it, therefore the vote was carried in favour of 
  the enforcement.  It was agreed that the enforcement would be as a request 
  made to the next of kin of the deceased rather than an enforcement demand. 
10/01-14.8 To receive an update on the village hall project. 
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Unfortunately this is still in abeyance due to planning consent not yet having 
been received.  Prior to Christmas the parish council was requested to have 
an aboricultural impact risk assessment undertaken.  This was carried out and 
the report sent into the district council’s planning department immediately 
following the Christmas break.  Again, unfortunately, the district council is 
awaiting a new tree officer to take up post on the 13th January which is 
causing a further delay to the parish council’s application.  CM will speak to 
the South Cambs District Council planning department with a view to 
speeding up the process as this is taking much longer than is usual and 
exceeding the district council’s own time scales 

11/01-14. Correspondence and Communications 
  To receive general correspondence and agree any responses and  
  actions 
11/01-14.1 Citizens Advice Services – would Papworth be interested in a local CAB  
  service via a ‘virtual’ service by website and touch screen kiosk if still  
  available? 
  It was resolved not to progress this, the village has a library with internet  
  access through which any information available via this ‘virtual’ service can be 
  accessed.  Therefore the ‘virtual’ service would be in excess of the villages’ 
  needs and, carrying an annual fee of £1500.00, not considered a good use of 
  public money.  
   
161/12-13 Finance and Procedure 
161/12-13.1 To approve accounts for payment as at the 8th January 2014. 

Payments For Retrospective Approval    Cheque no  Budget  

BT Broadband 52.80 DD Expenses 

Prettys Solicitors 1000.00 2151 S106 

        

Payments For Approval       

Pendrill Publications 350.00 2152 Newsletter 

Espo 30.23 2153 Expenses 

Bremner Partnership 2670.00 2154 S106 

Purcell 1818.96 2155 S106 

CCC (2 new grit bins) 228.00 2156 Amenities 

Foster Horticulture 216.00 2157 Cemetery 

Post Office (HMRC period 9) 472.78 2158 Remuneration 

VJF (service and management fees 01.01 to 
31.03) 990.17 2159 Office 

Tess Rogers Expenses 27.26 2160 S106 

Tess Rogers Expenses 6.00 2160 Expenses 

Clare Taylor period 10  183.10 2161 Remuneration 

Clare Taylor expenses 3.06 2161 Expenses 

Tess Rogers period 10 1958.64 2162 Remuneration 

Cambs Water 01.10.13 - 31.12.13 49.76 DD Village Hall 

Cambs Water 01.07.13 - 31.12.13 289.21 DD Amenities 

VJF Office rent 01.01.14 to 31.03.14 2160.00 DD Office 

SCDC Conservatory eurobin 11.09 DD Amenities 

SCDC Office rates Jan 14 305.00 DD Office 

SCDC village hall rates Jan 14 531.00 DD Village hall 

Titan containers 55.80 2163 S106 

Bob Empson 25.00 2164 Playing fields 

 
It was resolved to approve the above payments. 
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162/12-13 Date of next meeting(s)    
     
  Amenities Committee                 20.01.2014   
  Playing Fields Committee     28.01.2014 
  Planning Committee       04.02.2014   
  Parish Council Meeting      12.02.2014 
  Cemetery Committee       12.03.2014   
  HR Committee      02.04.2014 
  Finance Committee                 16.04.2014 
 
Close of meeting 

The meeting was closed at 21.53 
 
 
Signed:     Date: 
Chairman 


