
Papworth Everard Parish Council 
 Cemetery and Churchyard Committee  

 

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th March 2013 
at 16.00 in the Parish Council Meeting Room 

Upper Pendrill Court 
 
 

Present: Chris Howlett Chairman (CH), Bob Baker (BB), Barry Hume (BH), Barrie  
     Martin(BM), Tess Rogers, Clerk 

 
 

1 Apologies for absence 
None 

 
2 To accept the minutes of the meeting held on the 5th December 2012 

It was resolved to accept these as a true record of the meeting. 
 
  3 Matters arising or ongoing from the last meeting  
 3.1 Results of the wobble test – The Clerk is still to notify grave owners of necessary 
 repairs. 
 It was decided that the committee would undertake a new wobble test on the 9th April 
 so that updated details could be passed to the clerk to notify grave owners of any 
 necessary repairs. 
 3.2 CH to cost the placement of gutters on the newly renovated lychgate along with  
 two water butts to collect the water from the gutters.  The clerk is to request a quote 
 from a local handyman to affix the gutters to the lychgate. 
 BB proposed the committee allows £200.00 from its budget towards the materials 
 for this work to be undertaken and following the clerk having made contact with the 
 village paddling pool contractor, who has agreed to undertake this work at his usual 
 hourly rate, CH seconded the proposal therefore it was resolved that the work will go 
 ahead. 
  3.2 Repair to the ‘Cheere’ tomb 
 It was resolved that the clerk will contact Ivett & Reed again for an updated quote for 
 this work upon which the Parish Council will be approached for any shortfall against 
 the cemetery committee budget in order that the repair can be undertaken. 
  3.4 Sunken graves – current state 
 The clerk has approached the cemetery contractors to request the graves be refilled 
 from the soil store and will make contact again in order that the work is carried out. 
 3.5 Progress made concerning the inquiries made regarding the un consecration of 
 the cemetery. 
 The clerk has contacted the Diocese to enquire if this is possible and is awaiting legal 
 response.  
 3.6 Any alternative quotes received for the maintenance of the cemetery. 
 Two further quotes had been received in addition to that received from the current 
 contractors and after discussion it was resolved to accept that from Foster 
 Horticultural, the current contractor.  While not the cheapest during the time they 
 have had the contract there have been many favourable comments made from 
 parishioners about the upkeep of the churchyard and cemetery.  It was decided that 
 this was very much in their favour. 
 
4 Caretaker’s report 

Although BM had nothing to report, CH voiced concern regarding the spacing of the 
graves recently dug in row 6 of the cemetery.  They have been spaced such that it 
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will be impossible to maintain the same number of graves as in previous rows.  It was 
agreed that the next time a grave is to be dug the clerk will meet with the gravedigger 
to discuss the spacing of the new grave. 

 
5 Clerk’s financial report 

The clerk reported that: 
Expenditure to date in the current financial year was £3320.00 
Income to date in the current financial year was £1602.50 
Known expenditure to year end £180.00 
Budget remaining £2400.00 from which the cost of gutters to be added to the 
lychgate will be taken and any remaining budget used towards the repair of the 
Cheere tomb. 

 
6 New Business 

6.1 BH mentioned the weatherproofing of the benches in the cemetery 
6.2 The clerk mentioned replacing the bushes that had not taken in the hedge dividing 

the cemetery from the churchyard. 
     
7 Items for action at the next meeting 

As previously mentioned an updated wobble test will be undertaken. 
 
8 Date of next meeting 

12th June 2013, 10.00 in the cemetery. 

 

The meeting was closed at 17.00. 

 

 

 

Signed: ........................................  Date: .......................................... 

   
 
 

 
 

 


