
PAPWORTH EVERARD PARISH COUNCIL 

Draft minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting 
 (incorporating the playing field) 

held on Monday 21st July 2014 at 7pm 
in the parish council meeting room at Upper Pendrill Court Ermine Street North 

 
 
Present: Mark Honeywood, chairman (MLH), Bob Baker (BB), Chris Howlett (CH) from     
     8.20pm, Barry Hume (BH) from 8.20pm, Lindsey Munnerley Day (LMD),  
     Paul Phillips (PP), Eric Abrahms (EA), Dave Peck (DP). 
 
In attendance: Tess Rogers, clerk 
 
1. Apologies for absence 
 John Booker (tennis club), Glyn Cooksey (playing field groundsman). 
 
2. Declarations of pecuniary interest 
 There were none. 

 
3. To confirm and approve the minutes of the amenities meeting held on the  
 16th June 2014. 
 It was resolved to accept the minutes as a true record of the meeting. 
 
4. To confirm and approve the minutes of the playing fields meeting held on the  
 27th May 2014 
            It was resolved to accept the minutes as a true record of the meeting. 
 
5 Playing Fields 
 
5.1 Matters arising or carried forward from the last or previous playing fields 
 meeting 
5.1.1 4.1 To decide upon suitable signage warning that anti vandal paint has been 
 applied to the roofs of the storage containers. 
 MLH reported that there are a number of websites offering good signage at 
 reasonable prices and once a date for when the paint will be applied to the 
 containers is agreed upon, he will order the appropriate number of signs. 
5.1.2 4.1 To decide upon the storage of the goals used for the colts football. 
 The goals have not been taken down  following the end of the football season  and 
 are being used by the children using the playing field.  However when they next 
 require storage it was considered that they might be stored in one of the containers 
 once a hole of the appropriate size and of a  safe height is cut from the container so 
 that the full length of the posts can be accommodated. 
5.1.3 4.2 When will the changing rooms be weatherproofed – awaiting a date from DP 
 Decorating Services. 
 Weather permitting, work will commence on the 1st September and will be completed 
 the following day. 
5.1.4 4.4 to decide upon the removal of the rotting plinths upon which the storage 
 containers stand. 
 PP said that the plinths were put in place to contain the stones beneath the 
 containers.  A discussion was held and although it was generally agreed that new 
 wood and bearings would be necessary to continue to contain the stones no decision 
 was made.  
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6. Bowls club report 
 DP reported that the club had a superb facility but there was a concern that, without 
 having the facility to offer refreshments to visiting teams coupled with the difficulty 
 some members have in reaching the club since parking on the playing field has 
 been prohibited, a number of people will stop attending the club.  
 
7 Tennis club report. 
 The tennis club representative was unable to attend the meeting and had not 
 forwarded a report. 
 
8 Football clubs report  
 EA had nothing to report as the football season has not yet started. However he did 

say that the under 21’s will be training on Wednesdays and the team has been 
entered into the league.  There is difficulty in finding players for the team. 

 It was mentioned that a number of men, having recently moved into the village, 
appear to be setting up teams and playing in Cambourne.  The clerk will make 
mention of the Papworth clubs on the website and an item will be included in the 
News&Views making it known there are teams in Papworth looking for players. 

 
9 To consider any quotes received for the end of season maintenance works on the 
 senior football pitch and to decide upon the acceptance of one of these. 
 Two quotes have been received however it was decided that it was too close to the 
 beginning of the football season for any professional maintenance to take effect.
 Therefore MLH will obtain topsoil, grass seed and gro bags to patch up the the goal 
 mouths as these are in quite a bad state. 
10 The trailer has been stolen from the playing field.  To discuss any response received 
 from the parish council insurers and to consider a recommendation to be taken to the 
 next parish council meeting regarding a replacement.  

The insurers have said that it would not be possible to claim for the theft of the trailer 
as it was not kept under cover.  It was decided to look for a second hand trailer. 
 

11  Matters arising or carried forward from the last or previous amenities meeting 
11.1     Village sign (4.1) Ongoing 
 The clerk had made contact with the designer who, in 2013, had provided suggested 
 illustrations for a new sign.  However a number of those now on the committee were 
 unsure of these.  PP said he would take photographs of the old sign should the 
 committee agree to recreating it using new materials. 
11.2    To receive an update regarding the provision of a cycle path from Papworth to Caxton   
 Gibbet. (4.2). 
 This item is currently being discussed at the main parish council meetings. 
11.3  To complete the plan of the trees within the village for which the parish council has 

responsibility, this will then be passed to the tree warden to  ensure regular 
inspections are carried out. (4.3) 
This continues to be work in progress. 

11.4 To receive an update on the water supply to the allotments (4.4).   
This has been discussed at parish council level and the current position is that the 
parish council is awaiting a response from Bidwells following its suggestion that the 
council pays an annual capped fee towards the maintenance of the existing pipe. 

11.5 To receive an update regarding the provision of a sports pavilion/youth room  
 on the playing field.  (4.8) 
 This item is deferred whilst discussions held with the Varrier Jones Foundation are 
 ongoing. 
11.6 To consider any quotes received for the removal of the trees surrounding the  
 old tennis courts. 
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 The one quote that has been received was well received by the committee.  The 
 clerk will seek another following a response from a second company approached, 
 that they would be unable to undertake the work.  It was agreed that the fencing 
 should  be removed at the same time as the trees. 
  
12 Paddling Pool 
12.1 To consider any issues that may have arisen following the opening of the pool  
 on the  20th July. 
 A number of volunteers had come forward following notices asking for help being 
 placed in the News&Views and around the village.  However it was resolved to 
 accept a quotation received, on the day of this meeting, from a local contractor 
 prepared to undertake the maintenance of the pool at a very reasonable cost, for the 
 duration of the summer season. 
 
 At this point (8.20 pm) Chris Howlett and Barry Hume joined the meeting having 
 attended a planning forum meeting at South Cambs District Council earlier in the 
 evening 
 
12.2 To consider a way of collecting donations towards the upkeep of the pool   
 from families visiting from outside of Papworth. 
 It was agreed that it would not be correct to do this as members of the public can visit 
 other towns/villages amenities free of charge. 
 
13 A decision is required concerning maintenance required to the cricket score 
 box. 
 It was agreed that until a venue was available to provide refreshments to players 
 there would be no effort to promote cricket within the village. Therefore until such a 
 time no maintenance on the cricket score box would take place.  Once it is agreed to 
 prepare the cricket square following any interest shown in raising a cricket team 
 within the village, then maintenance to the score box will be considered. 
 
14 Playground inspections report. 
 MLH will continue undertaking the inspections until the end of July when Chris 
 Howlett will take them over. 
 MLH reported that the new bark had been spread where necessary, and quite a lot 
 had fallen beneath the roundabout.  He said that the rocking horse required some 
 maintenance.  The clerk said she would enquire of a local contractor if he is able to 
 undertake the work. 
 MLH said that he would be interested in attending a playground inspection course, 
 the clerk will make enquiries regarding this. 
. 
15 Matters for further consideration 
 None raised. 
 
16 Date of next meeting. 
 15th September 2014 
  
Close of meeting 
The meeting was closed at 21.00 
 

 

 

Signed:      Date: 
Chairman 
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