
PAPWORTH EVERARD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Draft Minutes of the Amenities Committee Meeting 
Held on Monday 20th January 2014 at 18.30 

In the Parish Council Meeting Room 
Upper Pendrill Court 

 
PRESENT: Chris Meakin Chairman (CM), Bob Baker (BB), Chris Howlett (CH), Barry Hume 
         (BH), Mark Honeywood (MLH) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mandy Smith County Councillor (MS), Liz Waring CCC (LW), Ian Dewar, 

CEO of CAPALC (sat in on the meeting as was unavoidably delayed for the 
meeting with the councillors due to take place prior to this meeting). 

 
The meeting commenced at 17.25.  A meeting due to commence prior to this was 
unavoidably delayed therefore as members of the Amenities committee were all present it 
was decided to begin but to ensure that should any members of the public arrive at 18.30 
they would be updated.  The clerk had not been notified of any member of the public wishing 
to speak at the meeting. 

 
1. Apologies for absence 
 All members were present 
 
2. Declarations of pecuniary interest 
 None 

 
3. To confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on the16th December 
 2013.  
 It was resolved to accept the minutes as a true record of the meeting. 

 
4. Matters arising or carried forward from the last or previous meeting 
 

4.1 Village sign (4.1) Ongoing 
Nothing to report 

4.2 To receive an update regarding the provision of a cycle path from Papworth 
to Caxton Gibbet.  Liz Waring from the county council’s cycling team will be in 
attendance at the meeting. (4.2). 
CM updated the committee.  A cycle/pedestrian path is urgently needed to 
ensure the safety of pedestrians and cyclists wishing to access Caxton 
Gibbet, particularly in light of the franchises recently opened at the gibbet.  It 
would also provide a link from the village through to Cambridge.  CM has 
been in liaison with Mike Davies in the County Council’s cycling office.  Mike 
Davies considers such a path is a priority but funding is proving an issue. CM 
suggested that the parish council may be prepared to contribute towards the 
funding of the project, although neither the amenities committee, nor the 
parish council, have discussed this yet. 
 Liz Waring was in attendance at the meeting, representing the county council 
and reported if a path could be provided at a width of 2.5 metres there ws 
some Highway land available, although the route had not yet been surveyed 
for consistent width, obstacles etc.  It has to be noted that a footbridge across 
the A428 would also be necessary. LW said that funding may be available 
through other sources ie City Deal Funding. 
Investigations will be made into who owns the land outside of that belonging 
to Highways and a preliminary plan of the route made. 
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4.3 To complete the plan of the trees within the village for which the parish  
council has responsibility, this will then be passed to the tree warden to  
 ensure regular inspections are carried out. (4.3). 
This remains work in progress. 

4.4 Water supply to the allotments (4.4).  To consider any response received from 
Bidwells. 
Bidwell’s are currently undertaking further investigations into the incorrect 
positioning of the stop cock to which the parish council’s sub meter would be 
installed. 

4.5 To consider any advice received regarding appropriate wording for safety 
signs to be placed near by the ditches. (4.5) 
Sample signage (on paper) had been provided by a local company.  It was 
decided that four two sided signs were required, each sitting on two posts with 
the top of each sign sitting two feet from ground level. 

4.6 To receive an update on the repair of the see saw at Woodhead Place. (4.6) 
David Wilson Homes have sent their play area contractors to the site and they 
are currently seeking a replacement for the damaged see saw. 
To receive an update regarding the supply of electricity to the changing rooms 
(4.7) 
A representative from the company John Kay, recently revisited the electricity 
box at the tennis club in order to clarify how much capacity the box has.  The 
clerk will contact John Kay for an update following the visit. 

4.7 To receive an update regarding the supply of water to the changing rooms 
(4.8) 
CM met with a representative from Cambridge Water.  The main supply is 
situated on the ‘Surgery’ side of Chequers Lane.  Cambridge Water would 
quote for supplying a pipe to the users’ boundary, it would then be the 
responsibility of the parish council to source a contractor to install a pipe to 
the changing rooms.  CM suggested that should the work be done it might be 
cost effective to lay the electricity power lines in the same trench and take this 
off the supply leading to Chequers Lane.  The clerk was asked to contact 
John Kay with this in mind and to contact the electricity company to find out 
the possibility of this action. 

4.8 To consider the reviews of the external playground inspection report, as 
prepared by CM and MLH and to decide on any actions required resulting 
from this (4.9) 
Following the previous meeting MLH was to compare his findings with the list 
prepared by CM.  At this meeting he reported that the only addition he would 
wish to make to CM’s comments was that the rocking horse required some 
maintenance. The tree surgeon, Michael Downs will visit the play area on the 
12th February to provide a quote for the cutting back of the tree overhanging 
the cradle swing.  It was agreed that the maintenance work required on all 
items as highlighted by both CM and MLH should be undertaken and the 
report would be revisited at the March meeting.  

4.9 To consider any comments received from Chris Meakin following his review of 
the risk assessment ‘Use of play equipment by children and members of the 
public’ with a view to adopting the review. Deferred from the previous meeting 
(4.11) 
Deferred to the next meeting 

4.10 To receive an update regarding the overgrown hedgerow outside numbers 41, 
43 and 45 Ermine Street North. (4.12) 
MS reported that the hedge has been cut back.  

4.11 Bench in Elm Way – for information only. 
The clerk had passed this matter over to Gary Webb of the Papworth Trust 
who has offered a different bench as a replacement. 
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4.12 Report from CH following his viewing of the street lighting schedules received 
from the county council and to decide if any action is necessary. (5) 

  CH will circulate the notes he made to the committee.  He reported that in the 
  future, as lamps are replaced, they would be installed on only one side of  
  each road but will be taller and the light will reach further than the older style 
  lamps. He will make a comment to the county council that it was his  
  understanding that lighting along through routes was not to be reduced. 
 
5 Report from the County Councillor 
 MS had nothing more to report. 
 
6 To consider a maintenance program for the bus shelters 
 In order to keep the new shelters looking their best it is necessary to ensure the 
 windows are kept clean, therefore a decision is required regarding this being 
 contracted out or undertaken by volunteers. 
 See item 8 
 
7 Noticeboards 
7.1 The community notice board situated opposite Coffee Unlimited is in need of repair.  
 The doors are difficult to open, more so in damp weather, the perspex in the left hand 
 door is coming away from the frame and the left hand side is letting in water.  A 
 decision to have the board repaired is required. 
 The clerk was requested to pass this matter to Mark Howell, District Councillor, as he 
 had installed the board. 
7.2 The parish council notice board requires weather proofing and the inside boarding 
 requires securing back.  A decision to undertake this maintenance is required. 
 It was agreed to source a quote for this work. 
7.3  To consider a replacement for the notice board at the end of Church Lane and a 
 further board outside of St Peter’s church. 
 CM will inspect the board at the end of Church Lane and bring his findings back to 
 the next meeting.  The issue of a notice board outside of the church will be taken to 
 the next cemetery meeting. 
 
8 Litter 
 The parish council’s litter picking contractor has injured her leg and the likelihood is 
 that she will be unable to undertake these duties for several months.  A decision to 
 seek an alternative contractor (temporary/permanent) is required. 
 It was agreed that the position should be filled as soon as possible.  The clerk was 
 asked to draft an advertisement. The maintenance of the bus shelters will be 
 incorporated into the job description for the position The matter of the contract status 
 will be added to the agenda for the next parish council meeting.  . 

  
9 Playground inspections report. 
 MLH had been responsible for the inspections of late.  He reported that there is 
 broken glass in the paddling pool.  The clerk will contact the pool volunteer to request 
 its removal. 
 CH will take over the inspections from week commencing the 20th January. 
  
10 Matters for further consideration 
 BB voiced a concern that the roundabout on Ridgeway near the walk through to 
 Ermine Street North was being churned up by the HGV’s.  MS will check if any of 
 these belong to County Council service departments 
  
11 Date of next meeting. 
 17th February 2014 
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Close of meeting 
The meeting closed at 19.05 
 
 
 
 
Signed:      Date: 
Chairman 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


