
 

 

 

PAPWORTH EVERARD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Village Hall Committee 
held on Wednesday 4th June 2014 at 19.00 

in the Parish Council meeting room 
at Upper Pendrill court 

 

 
Present: Chris Howlett (CH), Chairman, Bob Baker (BB), Paul Hicks (PH), Mark Honeywood 
(MLH), Barry Hume (BH), Paul Phillips (PP). 
 
In attendance: Tess Rogers clerk 
 
1 Apologies for absence 

Simon Warburton 
 

2 Declaration of pecuniary interests 
None declared 

  
3 To confirm and approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 7th May 2014. 

It was resolved to accept the minutes as a true record of the meeting. 
 

4 Further discussions required regarding the setting up of a committee to run the hall 
Following a meeting held with Ian Dewar on the 22nd May further discussion is 
required surrounding this point. 
Ian Dewar had advised on 

 The parish council could lease the hall to a management committee who in turn 
could ask the parish council if it wished to lease a section of the hall from them. 

 As owner of the hall the parish council could offer funding towards the maintenance 
of the hall. 

 A lease of over seven years is considered a disposal 

 The parish council would not be able to employ a management committee to run 
the hall 

 Would require a number of parish councillors to sit on the committee 

 Could set up the hall as a building in trust – need to check if the Varrier Jones 
Foundation are the true owners of the hall. 

 Suggests that we consult Hedley’s solicitors for advice. 

 Look for grant revenue. 

 Suggests the parish council doesn’t involve the Charity Commission 

 Food hygiene certificate is required by anyone dealing with ‘wet’ food 

 Consider magnetic catches on the doors to avoid damage when they are continually 
swung open 

 Suggests holding open days for clubs, committees and businesses. 

 Require a face book page, twitter etc 
 
The committee suggests that the parish council manage the hall initially then it is hoped 
volunteers may come forward once it is evident what the hall has to offer. 
 

5 To consider the latest position regarding the supply of a stage lighting/curtaining 
system. This item will also include the provision of window curtaining/blinds. 
The clerk had contacted Cameo Curtains as recommended by Ian Dewar.  The company 
had replied with a very competitive quote for a stage curtain.  The clerk will ask if they will 
return and measure up for a final quote once the hall has reached a stage where it is safe 
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to undertake this task.  Window curtaining will then be discussed at that point.  The clerk 
will also ask if the company could supply motorised tracking for the curtains. 
Rob Murray, the Swavesey college student who attended the last meeting and manages 
the lighting system at the college, will be asked to advise on the hall lighting system. 
 
At this point PP suggested that replacement aluminium style soffits and fascia boards were 
fitted rather than repairing and repainting the existing wooden boards as much of this old 
material was rotting away and would need further repair/replacement within a very short 
time period.  It appears to be false economy to pursue the reuse of the old materials.  A 
discussion was held and the committee agreed that CH should approach the architects for 
their advice on this matter, but it would prefer to see new boards and fascias fitted as this 
would not alter the appearance of the hall in any way. 
 

6 Consideration to be given regarding marketing material and a presence on website 
and social media. 
Simon Warburton will be asked to advise on setting up the social media element of the hall 
advertising 

 
     7    To consider business planning, hire fees, forms etc. 

A discussion was held regarding hire fees and the following was decided. 
   Papworth Residents  Non Papworth Residents 
Main Hall  £20.00 per hour  £30.00 per hour 
Extension  £10.00 per hour  £15.00 per hour 
Meeting Room  £10.00 per hour  £15.00 per hour 
 
If a block booking of 10 sessions is made then the 10th session will be free of charge. 
The clerk will circulate a model hiring policy. 
 

8 To consider furniture requirements – therefore councillors availability to visit similar 
venues for ideas. 
The clerk will arrange for interested councillors to visit both the Hub at Cambourne and Bar 
Hill village hall for suggestions on appropriate furniture requirements. 
 

9 To consider if the committee wish to further investigate the installation of voltaic 

panels on the hall roof. 

The professional team have voiced concerns of added weight to the hall roof should voltaic 

panels be placed on it and also time restraints of having to put in a planning application for 

this addition.  They consider that the added insulation being included in the hall 

specification will save more money over time than voltaic panels.  There is the possibility 

that these could be added at a later date.  CH will investigate if the roof is capable of 

holding this weight. 

 

10 To consider matters carried forward from the previous meeting. 

i) Have hand dryers been included in the tender? 

Although electricity to drive hand dryers is included (but not in the disabled toilet) 

the machines themselves are not.  MLH said that he had a contact that worked for 

Dyson and would approach him for information regarding the air blade model.  CH 

would also contact Gavin Lewis at the architects for prices to include hand dryers in 

all the wash rooms although these wouldn’t all necessarily have to be the Dyson air 

blade specification. 

ii) List of required items – to be added to where necessary 

PP will get some more information on self filling water urns 

PH will get information on zip taps 
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CH will approach Gavin Lewis regarding magnetic catches on the doors as these 

will  need to be wired into the alarm system. 

It would be wise to have extra spurs wired into the wash rooms should extra dryers 

be required at a later date. 

 

11 Matters for future consideration. 

Events to be arranged to celebrate the renovated hall’s opening will be considered at the 

next meeting. 

 

It was agreed that meetings should be held at more regular intervals than once a month 

therefore meetings will be held on a fortnightly basis with every other meeting takeing the 

form of a working party.  The next meeting will be held on the 18th June and will be a 

working party meeting. 

 

     Close of meeting 
    The meeting was closed at 22.05 
 
 
 
    Signed:       Date: 
    Chairman 

    

 

 

 

 


